August 11, 2025

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20201

Dear Secretary Kennedy,

On behalf of the nearly 200 undersigned organizations representing patients, parents, workers, small
businesses, health care providers, public health professionals and other health care consumers—
including those living with and as risk of developing chronic illnesses and disabilities—we write to
express our deep concern for the future of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF). We
urge you to maintain the current structure, membership, and processes of the USPSTF to
ensure that this objective, scientifically independent panel of experts can continue to make
unbiased, evidence-based recommendations about clinical preventive services that improve
the lives of people across our nation.

News reports indicate that you are considering replacing the current USPSTF members en masse,
without transparent and evidence-based justification. To do so would not only undermine decades of
bipartisan public health progress, precedent and practice but would erode trust in the integrity of our
public health system and ultimately put lives at risk while increasing costs.! The USPSTF
recommendations help primary care providers know which preventive services to recommend for
their patients, helping patients avoid costly chronic disease, and it provides expert evaluation to
decide which preventive services are fully covered without cost-sharing through insurance. ! Its
work is foundational to a health care system that values prevention, equity, and affordability. At a
time when health care costs are soaring, we need to strengthen, not weaken the trust and
commitment to evidence-based preventive services as the bedrock of health care and ensure
continued access to affordable, lifesaving preventive services.!

Preserving the Non-Partisan Precedent of Promoting Prevention

Since 1984, spanning five Republican and Democratic presidential administrations, USPSTF, an
appointed panel of 16 independent volunteer medical experts with practice experience in fields like
behavioral health, family medicine, geriatrics, internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics and
gynecology, and nursing, have been making evidence-based recommendations about preventive
health services and remain trusted by physicians, other clinicians and patients.” The USPSTF
develops recommendations on more than 90 preventive health topics across the age spectrum, from
medications that prevent eye infections in newborns to exercise programs that prevent falls among
older adults, as well as critical guidance related to cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular health, HIV,
mental health, and maternal health."

Protecting the Integrity of the Task Force

USPSTF’s success is largely due to its long history of ensuring that comprehensive, systematic
reviews and careful assessment of the available medical evidence guide their decisions—not politics
or profits. The process for appointing members for staggered terms assures continuity and
consistency in task force deliberations. USPSTF members adhere to strict conflict of interest



disclosures, which are publicly posted for anyone to review. This continued trust, independence
and reliance on rigorous scientific process is crucial as USPSTF’s recommendations inform
the work of hundreds of thousands of primary care providers and bind insurance companies
to cover the care without cost sharing. The recommendations must continue to be
promulgated in ways that are consistent with USPSTF’s statutory obligations."!

Safeguarding the Health of All Americans

Over the 40 years of the USPSTF’s existence, countless lives have likely been saved and many
serious illnesses avoided due to its often simple and inexpensive recommendations.*"

One of those lives is John!, a 47-year-old husband and father of two, who was recently diagnosed
with colon cancer despite experiencing no symptoms and having no family history. Based on
USPSTEF’s updated recommendation, his primary care physician screened him for colon cancer,
rather than waiting 3 years until he turned 50 years old."!!! As a result, they caught the cancer early;
the subsequent surgery was successful; and this patient has an excellent chance of long-term
survival. If his doctor had not had the latest science at his fingertips, recommended by a trusted and
independent USPSTF, this screening would have been delayed, the cancer more advanced, and his
chances of living to see his children grow up, much slimmer.

Containing Health Care Costs

The USPSTF’s recommendations are not just lifesaving but also cost saving for patients and for our
broader health care system. Early detection through recommended screenings leads to timely
treatment at significantly lower cost.™ Preventing diseases such as cancer, diabetes, and heart
disease is far less expensive and less invasive than managing their late-stage consequences. For
example, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that the average cost to
treat an HIV infection is more than $500,000, while the cost of generic PrEP is as little as $1 per
dose.* Similarly, breast cancer prevention recommended by USPSTF, which includes not only
mammography but also medicine to prevent breast cancer for patients at elevated risk, is cost
effective and has been shown to improve quality of life through early detection.*!

Recognizing this cost-effectiveness, the Affordable Care Act requires most private insurers to cover
preventive services rated “A” or “B” by the USPSTF at no cost to patients. This ensures access to
critical services like pap smears, colonoscopies, and screenings for chronic conditions, allowing
Americans to stay healthier, longer.*! Research consistently shows that even small out-of-pocket
costs can deter people from seeking preventive care, leading to worse outcomes and higher
expenses down the line. XV

If the current USPSTF is dismantled or their rigorous process undermined, we fear that patients,
health plans and providers will be left without trusted recommendations, leading to confusion as

to what services should be covered without cost-sharing as a basic benefit, and to otherwise manage
health care. This could result in a void of information that may be filled by financially motivated
interests or ad hoc decision-makers without the same scientific rigor or public accountability.

! Name changed for patient privacy



Save the USPSTF Structure as a Primary Part of Making America Healthy

We cannot '"Make America Healthy Again" without trusted, evidence-based, and affordable
preventive health services. We urge you to defend the mission of the USPSTF and preserve it
in its entirety, along with its essential support from the Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality. Any attempt to restructure the Task Force, remove its members, withdraw support, or
undermine its processes would jeopardize access to no-cost, life-saving care for millions of
Americans. At a time when families are already burdened by high prescription drug prices and
hospital bills, such a move would only deepen the crisis.

We urge you to stand with patients, uphold scientific independence, and reaffirm your
commitment to a preventive, patient-centered approach to health care. Protecting the
USPSTF is protecting the future of American health.

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing engagement.
Respectfully,
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Cc:  The Honorable John Thune, Majority Leader, U.S. Senate
The Honorable Chuck Schumer, Minority Leader, U.S. Senate
The Honorable Mike Johnson, Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries, Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives
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