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Broken Health Care Promises: Medicare

President Trump’s Broken Promise: “| was the first & only potential GOP candidate
to state there will be no cuts to Social Security, Medicare & Medicaid.™

Trump Administration’s Track Record

Despite his explicit and repeated campaign promise
not to cut Medicare, Trump has been trying to cut
federal support for the program by hundreds of
billions of dollars. In his 2020% and 2021° budgets,
Trump proposed devastating cuts to Medicare.

For example, in his most recent budget proposal
released in February 2020, the president proposes
cutting federal support for Medicare by about three-
quarters of a trillion dollars between 2021 and 2030.*
These cuts include creating barriers to health care
access, such as imposing broad requirements that
Medicare beneficiaries obtain administrative “prior
authorization” to receive services.” Trump’s ongoing

efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act also would
result in major Medicare cuts, dramatically increasing
Medicare out-of-pocket costs for prescription drugs
and preventive services, among other Medicare cuts.®

What makes these proposals even more appalling is
that there is no effort to use savings from the Medicare
program to improve the program, for example, by
ensuring that Medicare beneficiaries get more financial
support for their out-of-pocket costs. As shown

below, unpaid medical costs are causing significant
financial hardship for Medicare beneficiaries with
serious illnesses. That is a violation of our societal
commitment to seniors and people with disabilities in
the Medicare program.

The president proposes cutting federal support for Medicare by about
three-quarters of a trillion dollars between 2021 and 2030.
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Problems Reported by Medicare Beneficiaries
with Serious Illnesses

53% ,
36% ’
27% ‘

Experienced a problem
paying a medical bill

Used up all or most of their
savings to pay for health care

Had been contacted by a
collections agency

Had been unable to pay for
necessities like food, heat,
or housing?

One of the most glaring gaps in the Medicare benefit
is the lack of oral health coverage. Two-thirds of
Medicare beneficiaries, including older adults and
people with disabilities, do not have coverage for
oral health. Many are forced to pay out-of-pocket for
costly and preventable oral health care needs. A 2019
Families USA/YouGov poll found that seven out of 10
likely voters support adding oral health coverage to
Medicare. Majority support for adding the benefit was
found in both parties and across every age group,
race, ethnicity, gender, region, and ideology.®

In December, the House of Representatives passed
the Lower Drug Costs Now Act with Democratic

and some Republican support to allow Medicare
negotiation of prescription drugs and to use the
savings to pay for improved Medicare benefits,
including an oral health benefit, and other significant
reductions in Medicare out-of-pocket costs.” Trump
and Republican leadership both oppose this
legislation for partisan reasons.'® Unlike the Trump
administration’s proposed cuts to Medicare, this

bill saves money by allowing the government to
negotiate for better drug prices and uses the savings
to address major gaps in the Medicare benefit, like
capping how much seniors have to pay out-of-pocket
and providing oral and vision benefits.
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