
In 2014, West Virginia 
accepted federal funds 
to provide health 
insurance to more 
low-income residents 
through Medicaid. 
That’s meant health 
insurance for more 
hard-working West 
Virginians. Fully 55 
percent of those who 
can bene�t from 
Medicaid expansion are 
working adults. They 
work in industries that 
are the foundation of 
the state’s economy.

Top 9 occupations of the working West Virginia residents 
who can bene�t from Medicaid expansion
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Food Service: fast food workers, waiters, cooks

7K
Of�ce and Administrative Support: bookkeepers, receptionists, stock clerks

3K
Health Care Support: nursing assistants, orderlies, home health aides 

12K
All Others

3K
Production: team assemblers, machinists, tool and die makers
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Construction: laborers, carpenters, plumbers
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Personal Care and Support: personal care aides, child care workers, hairdressers

Sales: retail salespeople, cashiers, clerks
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Cleaning and Maintenance: janitors, landscapers, housekeepers

6K

Transportation: tractor trailer truck operators, freight laborers, bus drivers

6K
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Our calculations de�ne West Virginia adults with incomes 
under 138% of poverty who are employed but lack health 
insurance and who are currently working or who have worked 
in the last 12 months. This population is equal to 55 percent of 
127,000 uninsured adults who could bene�t from expanded 
coverage (based on 2010-2012 U.S. Census data). It excludes 
the following: people who have never worked or who have 
been out of the workforce for 5 years or more (28% of the 
127,000 uninsured adults), and those we de�ne as 
"unemployed," who had not worked in 1-5 years (17% of the 
127,000 uninsured adults).

Note: People are classi�ed according to the job they now 
have or the last job they held in the prior 12 months.

Source: These data are based on information from the 
American Community Survey, which is conducted by the U.S. 
Census Bureau. Data are for 2010-2012 and are based on an 
analysis of uninsured West Virginia residents ages 18-64 with 
family incomes up to 138% of the federal poverty level 
($27,720 for a family of three in 2015).
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Medicaid expansion is a sound investment for West Virginia, creating 
a healthier workforce and strengthening the state’s economy.


