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THE VOICE FOR HEALTH CARE CONSUMERS

Medicare Oral Health Coverage for Georgians

Would Improve Health, Reduce Health Care Costs

Medicare was established to keep many of our most vulnerable citizens healthy and reduce
medical debt, but it leaves out a critical component of achieving these goals — oral health. Like
a key to open a locked door, adding comprehensive oral health coverage to Medicare would
enable seniors and people with disabilities to overcome many barriers to good oral health.

Medicare oral health coverage is a responsible Oral Health Coverage Can Produce Health
investment. With coverage, about 1,537,000 seniors Care Savings
and people with disabilities who rely on Medicare in » Our country spends health care dollars on
Georgia could afford the care that we all need to stay unnecessary emergency department use by
healthy, reducing related health care costs.’ patients without oral health coverage. In 2016,
emergency dental visits cost the U.S. health

Oral Health Coverage is Essential to system $2.4 billion.« Many of these costs could
Georgians' Health and Well-Being easily be avoided if patients were able to

» Without oral health coverage, Georgians are afford timely, appropriate dental care in a more

more likely to experience poor oral health, effective setting.

which is connected to higher risks for diabetes,
heart disease, stroke, adverse mental health
outcomes, and other conditions.

» When lack of oral health coverage prevents
people from getting care they need to be healthy,
we all pay the price of increased costs to our
health care system. Research shows that the
average cost of treating patients with numerous
chronic diseases is lower when they have
preventive oral health coverage’

» 19% of older adults in Georgia have lost all of
their natural teeth due to oral disease, and
thousands more have suffered from painful
infections, limited ability to bite and chew, or
chronic conditions that are made worse by oral

disease.? Oral Health Coverage Is Popular, and Voters

Support Adding It to Medicare

» The number one barrier that prevents older
adults from seeking dental care is the cost.
Without oral health coverage, many cannot

» 74% of adults age 65 and older want Medicare
to include dental coverage. An August 2019
poll showed that 70% of likely voters across all
age groups favored adding dental insurance to
Medicare. Support is strong among voters in both

afford care that they need to stay healthy. 39%
of older adults in Georgia have not seen a

dentist in over a year. political parties and in all regions of the country.
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