Through the health insurance
marketplaces and the consumer
protections that apply to
everyone, the Affordable Care Act
makes health coverage available
to those who didn’t have it before.

THE
AFFORDABLE
CARE ACT
Families USA is a
national nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization
dedicated to the
achievement of
high-quality, affordable
health care for all
Americans. We partner
with organizations and
individuals across
the entire spectrum
of the health care
community to achieve
our mission.

The Affordable Care Act: A milestone for high-quality health care
The Affordable Care Act provides Americans with the • You have financial protections if you face severe illness.
peace of mind that comes from knowing that if they
• If you have a pre-existing health condition, insurers can
need affordable, comprehensive health care, they can
no longer drop you or refuse to cover you.
get it.
• You can stay on your parent’s plan until you turn 26.
The high cost of health coverage has traditionally kept as
many as 48 million Americans out of health insurance.
• Insurers can’t charge higher premiums if you are a woman.
Passed in 2010, the Affordable Care Act now gives
• Insurers can’t sell substandard plans that don’t pay for
Americans new opportunities to get affordable, highessential health care benefits.
quality, comprehensive health coverage—many for the first
time in their lives.
The health insurance marketplace is the foundation of
The Affordable Care Act offers consumer protections
for everyone.

the Affordable Care Act, and it needs to work well.

All Americans can buy high-quality plans in the
By driving down the number of people who are uninsured, marketplace, and many qualify for financial assistance.
the Affordable Care Act helps to control costs for everyone. Because the marketplaces are the foundation of the health
But the law doesn’t stop there. With its first-ever consumer care law, we work with advocates around the country
protections for everyone who has insurance, the Affordable to ensure that the marketplaces are implemented with
Care Act gives you and your family the peace of mind that consumers in mind and that the consumer experience in
the health insurance marketplaces is a positive one.
comes from knowing that:
*U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P60-245, Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in the United States: 2012.
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